TO BEAT THE SLUMP IN TH
HEADED OFF ON A BARGA

ith no sign of
it getting any
warmer heading

irto spring, myself

and my boyfriend
decided there was only one way
out af the gloom and that was a
holiday in the sun! And with Eastes
and 5t Patrick’s day falting s0 close
it meant we could go away without
using up all our holidays:

Rather than take a trip to the
south of Spain and just sit on the
beach we decided to look further
afield and because my boyfriend
wanted to try surfing, we thought
we'd try and go on a surf and sun
holiday (goed for both of us®).

We asked a few people and
looked around on the web and
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gettled on an Irish companmy called
surfhotidays.com. They had a few
different aptions for salf-catering
places and we decided to go 1o
the one close to Lisbon as neither
of 15 had been there before. We
stayed in their Eco-Lodges which
were really different and funky.
The town was called Ericeirz
| pronounce Hary Sarah!) and was
less than an hour from Lisbon. I'd
recommend anyone to go there, its
a gorgeous fishing village with a
cool chiilled out surf vibe running
through it. It's not built up and
thege are no [rish bars or Spors
plls - just really nice restaurants
and bars. We tried different
restaurants sach night, and became
hest friends with Pedio and Sofia,
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the owners of one called Tik Tak
- dolicious steaks! And we went
to what we were told is the oldest
nightelub in Portugal - set right on
the clifis with the waves i
against them below - spectacular:
Sa next to the surfing! Part of
the package was six days of gurf
lessans, I was a bit apprehensive at
first because [d never tried it before
but our instructor took us through
everything on the beach before we
went into the water. His name was
flvaro and he was a carban copy of
1ot Mourinho; he was really mice
but we couldn’t help copying his
accent - although he did laugh at
us a lot as we attempted to surf so 1
quess we were even. He was also very

accommodating as our promise of
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meeting him at 11am on the beach
everyday didnt always work outi!!

By the end of it | was loving it
_ standing up on the boards all
the time. My boyfriend was taken
gut into the bigger waves on the
last fow days and loved It too.

The weather averaged about
3275 degrees, 50 nice not having
to put on shoes and just wandes
around in shorts and a t-shirt.
Alvaro told us in the summet i
stays between 27-30 degrees

ALl in all we spent about
&550 each incloding flights,
accommodation, lessons and
spending money which is pretty
amazing I think!

We are now going Lo plan aul
next one... ¥
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NOW IT'SYOUR TURN

We want to hear more
of our readeys fab travel
reviews, and as a thank
you, we are pleased to
be able to offer a copy ol
the Lonely Planet Bluelisi
2008 for thoze whose
stories are published. The
Bluelist iz the definitive
travel guide for the year
to come and s full of
quirky content on the
hotrest p|.|| 25 to travel b
for 2008

|]:|||_:- us an ¢mail to
umagarine@harmonia
ie or send us a letter (w

still read them too) to

HAVING DINMER AT ERICEIRA

Include about
450 words B six
high guality
pics please!

The U crew

ME, STANDING [N FRIOMT
OF THE WAVE MACHIME
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